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BUT SPEAK THOU THE THINGS WHICH AE 
COME SOUND DOCTRINE. | 


HE princjpal deſign of this epiſtl | 
25 is to aſſert the indiſpenſible neceſ- 
ſity of an innocent and amiable 
character, of a virtuous and uſe- 
5 ful behaviour from all who profeſs the chriſ- 
tian faith, and entertain the hopes propoſed 
in the goſpel - to ſhew how the peculiar 
doctrines of chriſtianity lead men to culti · 
vate every excellent diſpoſition of the heart, 
15 and en nen eee 

ene 114-2463 + og 1 Re 


Tax Apoſtle had left Titus i in eine 66 
inſtru che converts in that Iſland, ome 


C* 9 
perfectly, in the deſign, principles and du- 
ties of their religion, and to eſtabliſh regu- 


lar churches and miniſters among them ; 
and with the ſame view he now exhorts him 


to employ every method, and i improve ever | 
opportunity to inculcate on the -believers _ 
the neceſſity of adorning their profeſſion by 


a conſcientious performance of all moral 
virtues, or good works, becoming them as 

men and chriſtians, and ſuitable to their re: 
ſpective ranks, ages, and other circumſtances. 


IT uxo conſiderations made it peculiarly 
neceſſary for the ep to n on _ | 
Ie on * occaſion. Wo 


1. Tex mea and dns ind "ROY _ 
ter 'of the Cretans, whom antient writers a- 
gree to reproach as a very profligate-peo- | 
ple; particularly, as addicted to piracy and 
plunder. '. So notorious were they for vices, 
that, as the Apoſtle obſerves (chap. I. ver. 
232:).a poet pf their own (Epimenides) had 
truly ſtigmatized them as addicted to lying, 
deceit, cruelty, intemperance and gluttony. 
The Cretans are always liars, evil- beaſts, 


- 
| 3 F- 144 t 
* * E * 144 * * 
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4 
* low. bellies: or rather, asthe original word | 
may ſignify, ſwift, fierce, or voracious bel- - 
lies. This rendered it much more difficult 
to reform the Chriſtian converts in Crete 
from thoſe common vices to which they had 
been habituated ſo long, and made it neceſ- 
fary that they ſhould be rebuked ſeverely, 
When guilty of ſuch practices; that, at 
| length, they might become ſound in the faith, 
1, e, might behave holily and unblameably 
in a manner becoming the goſpel truths 
and doctrines they profeſſed to embrace. 
2. Tux other unhappy circumſtance was 
this—that ſome falſe reachers had crept in 
among them, and obtained too much coun- 
tenance and ſucceſs, even to the ſubverting 
whole houſes (ch. I. 11.) Theſe men, it 
ſeems, taught doctrines more complaiſant 
and commodious to the luſts and paſfions of 
mankind, than the true doctrines of the 
Goſpel. They made great abatements, both 
in their own practice, and in their inſtruc- 
tions to others, from that compleat refor- 
mation of the heart and life from all fan, 
{ag eurer ant haun? 


which 


T%) 


which the Apoſtle, according to the EY | 
of the Goſpel, had required of them. 


As to their own corrupt principles, de- 
figns, and practices, the Apoſtle thus cha- 
racterizeth them (ch. I. 10, 11.) as unruly, 
and vain-lalkers and deceivers—who ſubvert 
whole houſes, teaching things which they ought 
not for filthy lucre's ſake. And (v. 15, 16.) 
as defiled and unbelieving (or unfaithful) 
to whom nothing is pure, but even their mind 
and conſcience is defiled. Profeſſing to know 
Ged, but in works deny him : being abominable 
and diſobedient; and to every good work repro- 
bate. 


As to their inſtructions to the people 
in order to captivate their attention and ap- 
plauſe, they amuſed them with a number 
of idle ꝰ jewiſh fables and rabbinical fictions 
(sv. 14). And further to ſecure the ſucceſs 
of their own mean and n they 
filled 

duch es about the Meſſiah, a aptly King about 
the firſt reſurretion on this earth about the war of Gog 


; „ eee 
3 


E533 


filled their heads with a ſet of curious phi- 
loſophical diſquiſitions, and taught them 
todiſpute upon ſubtile queſtions. By theſe 
means they ſecured to themſelves venera- . 
tion, as men of / wonderfully profound 
: knowledge, and inſpired. their followers | 
' with no little vanity upon their fancied at- 
tainments in ſcience, tho? falſely ſo called. 
And, as they were principally of the judaiz- 
ing faction, they were full of thoſe allego- 
rical interpretations, and nice diſtinctions, 
founded on certain paſſages of the law of 
Moſes, of which the Jews were then exceſ- 
ſively fond, and of which all the foll 
jewiſh writers are ſo full. They alſo laid 
great ſtreſs on the obſervance of e | 
tions of the Elders, containing multitudes | 
of frivolous injunctions concerning meats, 
purifications, and many other ſuch like 
things. And laſtly, they inſiſted much on 
the authenticity and importance of the Jew- 
iſh genealogies, upon account of the privi- 
leges ſuppoſed to be inherited by the true 
deſcendants from Patriarchs. * All 
which | 


E. a a 
: a ſhare in the future world, bes Gent. on ch. I. 33, 


j 
7 


P ˙ ˖r»—— M — — —— — 


likely to do a great deal of miſchief amongſt 5 


4 


vhich things the Apoſtle pronounceth un- 


profitable and vain (ch. III. 9g.) and as turn- 


| ing away the truth (ch. 1: 14.) For by thus 
amuſing the people's imaginations with fa- 


bles, diſputations, and ſpeculative ſubtil- 
ties, they put be Truth out of their ſight, i 


and cauſed them to neglect the capital pur- 


poſe and buſineſs of the Chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion, via! to puriſy themſelves from all filthi- 


| neſs of the fl and ſpirit, Toi, + Hrs 
0 r as in the Tea o Go” 


Tundt were we} 


à ſenſual people, ſo ſtrongly attached al- 
ready to many corrupt practices and finful 
habits, and therefore it wis very. neceſſary 


that their mouths ſhould be; ſtopped by! a preciſe 


and explicit declaration of the true nature 


and deſign of the goſpel, and of thoſe term 


on which alone chriſtians may. hope to ob- 
tain acceptance with God, and everlaſting 
falvation. 4 | 1 | 


1 


Los us ſee then what account St. Paul 
gives of the nature and deſign of the Goſ- 


\ 


„ BH 


pel in this epiſtle. In the firſt chap. (firſt 
and ſecondverſes) he briefly aſſerts it to be 
The truth which is after Godlineſs in hope of 
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, pro- 
miſed before the world began—or in other 
words—the true revelation of God's will 
and grace to mankind, enforcing on them 
the practice of univerſal goodneſs, in hope 
of immortal life, aſſured to them by the 
faithful promiſe of God. 


Tuis he expreſſeth more at large, (ch. 
II. 11, &c.) The grace of God, which bring- 
eth ſalvation, hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching us to-deny all ungodlineſs and world- 
ly lufts, and to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this preſent world ; looking for that 
Bleſſed hope, even the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and out Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, wha 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto bimſelf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works, Theſe 
are the fundamental principles and purpo- 
ſes of the goſpel, which he enjoins Titus 


in the 15th verſe to ſpeat, or teach, and ex- 


bort all his hearers to acknowledge and con - 
: = form 


„ 10 * 
| "= to them, and to rebuke all who taught 


or practiced contrary to them with all au- 
| tbority. 


Hzzx you ſee, expreſſed in terms as 
Plain as can be deviſed, what are the Apo- 
ſle's ſentiments concerning the granddeſign 
of the Goſpel diſpenſation of God's grace, 
or favour, now revealed to Mankind, offer- 
ing ſalvation to all men, and what was the 
- Purpoſe of Chriſt's undertaking, and of all 

which he taught, did, and ſuffered in the 
execution of it, viz. To reclaim mankind 
from the practice of all manner of wicked- 
neſs, and engage them to a conſcientious 
diſcharge of the ſeveral obligations of 
righteouſneſs, purity, and piety. He makes 
the Eſſence of chriſtianiry to conſiſt in the 


purification of the heart, and conformity of 


the life to the laws of univerial goodneſs, 
in aſſured expectation of Chriſt's ſecond 
coming to judge all men in righteouſneſs, 
and beſtow eternal life on all his faithful 
| followers, 


Bur, 


LW) 7 
Bur, as if the Apoſtle feared he had not 
yet been ſufficiently explicit and clear on 
this important ſubject, or, at leaſt, deſired, 
1 poſſible, to impreſs it deeper, he returns 


to it in the third Chapter (the third and fol- 


loving verſes) ; where, after having given a 
deplorable repreſentation of the depraved 
diſpoſitions and practices of mankind before 
the coming of Chrift, and pointed at the 
meaſures which the kindneſs and love of God 
towards man induced him freely to take for 
their redemption, by means of the inſtituti- 
ons of the Goſpel and the plentiful effuſion 
of the Holy Spirit on the Apoſtles, in or- 
der that being juſtified, or made righteous, 
by bis grace, wwe might be made heirs in re- 
pelt of the hope of eternal life-—he adds v. 8. 
This is a faithful ſaying—it is a true doctrine 
and may be firmly depended on-—and theſe 


things I will, that thou affirm conſtantiy, that 


they which have believed in God—all the con- 
verts to chriſtianity might be careful to 

maintain good works ; theſe are good and pro- 
 Ftable to men: which laſt clauſe ſeems to me 
to be intended as explanatory of what he 
meant * good works—theſe are all ſuch 
B 2 works 


* 7; ( wh 
* as are good in n and muſt 
be approved as ſuch by every rational mind 
of man, and are moreover profitable to men 
—to thoſe who practice them, to thoſe Who 
are concerned in them, and in general to 
human WORE + 9 6 N . al 


5 T YESE are the doctrines which through 
this whole epiſtle St. Payl inculcates as the 


tundumental doctrines of the Goſpel ; ſpe- 


cifying ſeveral of the particular duties, 

ſuitable to ſeveral caſes and circumſtances 
of individuals, and comprized under the 
forementioned general heads. He requir- 
eth the miniſters of the goſpel diligently 
to explain, and earneſtly to impreſs them 
on their hearers; but all curious queſtions, 
ſubtile ſpeculations, and matters of con- 
tent ion and debate —high and myſterious 
points of pretended divinity, which have 
no tendency to promote ſobriety, righteouſ- 
neſs and godlineſs, and the prattice of thoſe 
good works which are good in themſelves, 


and-profitable to men, he repreſents as un- 


profitable and vain. In like manner, all 


thoſe 6 of men vhich enjoin 
ritual 


N 

ritual obſervances and human conſtitutions, 
and encourage the obſervers to place an un- 
warrantable dependanee on external modes 
and devices; or which tend to give an un- 
due importance to things of no intrinſic 
worth, and thereby to take off the attention 
of chriſtians from the practical purpoſes of 
a good heart and life; or to eountenange 
and encourage them in the indulgence of 
their luſts, and neglect of real duties; he 
warns us againſt as turning away the truth— 


ſubverting real chriſtianity of taiſchievous 


tendency, and which every one ought reſo · 
nnn a W Bib 
"Hom were the nn — * pro- 
pagated among the Cretans, which he cen- 
ſures with ſo much indignation in the cloſa 
of the firſt chapter, and in oppoſition to 
vhich he immediately proceeds to charge 
Titus in the words of the text Hut 2 
thou the. things that become ſound dedariva.,/ 


is conſidering theſe words L apprehend. 

it will be well worth our. while to enquire | 

carefully wat is the A s meaning 
when 


(14 ) 
when he ſo often ſpeaks in this epiſtle con- 
cebrning Soundneſs in matters of religion 
which I conceive, from the manifeſt drift 
and tenor of the whole epiſtle, to be this - 
A fincere and ſteadfaſt belief in the goſpel, 


' and a faithful repreſentation of it to others, 


Zs a divine inſtitution of the grace of God, 

by the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, for re- 
forming mankind from fin,” and engaging 
them diligently to practiſe all holineſs ; 
or to conduct their lives in fincere obedi- 
ence to the precepts of the goſpel, requir- 
Ing piety towards God, purity in ourſelves, 
and righteouſneſs and goodneſs to all men: 
animated hereto by a firm belief in the pro- 


| miſes which God hath made us by Jeſus 


Chriſt, a ſteadfaſt expectation of a future 

judgment at Chriſt's appearing in Glory, 
and anefficacious hope of eternal life from 
him. Thus to believe, and thus to practice, 
is to be ſound in the faith, and to teach and 
exhort others to believe theſe things, and 

thereupon to practice their proper duties 
is to teach ſound deftrine—according to the 
W 3 ww of the words. 


Ox 


E 
On the contrary to amuſe | ourſelves. 
with difficult queſtions, ſpeculative notions, 
and zealous contentions about high and 
myſterious points, of little or no tendency 
to improve the heart or amend the practice; 
or to adopt and place a dependance upon 
the precepts, obſervances, and ordinances 
of men, or on any external rites, privileges, 
and practices, to the neglect and prejudice 
of practical goodneſs—is 40 be unſound in the 
faitb.— And to pervert the attention and 
abuſe the credulity of others by teaching 
them ſuch unprofitable and vain matters, 
and thereby to take them off from a due 
regard to the ſubſtantial and indiſpenſible 
duties of holineſs in e eee eee. 
Wen 


„e e en : 
| ſentation of the Apoſtle's ſenſe of ſoundneſs 
in religion, turn with me, if you pleaſe, to 
- beg ton, pn 
uſeth the term. 2 


Gnas, 1. v. gth.. Atter having enume- 
rated, in the preceeding verſes, many ami- 
| able 


Tk 
* 
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( W-7 
able graces and virtues which ought to a- 


dorn the ſpirit and character of him who 


is to be admitted to the office of the chrif- 
tian miniſtry—ſuch as, that he muff ze 
blameleſs, and not chargeable with riot and 
diforderly practices; ; not ſulf-willed ; not ſoon 


angry; not given to wine; no friker; not 


given to filthy Iucre ; but a lover of boſpirali. 


; @ lover of good men (or good things) 


ſober, chaſte, holy, temperate : he adds fur- 
ther—that he muſt alſo held fa#? the faith- 
ful word which be hath been taught, that be 


may be able by ſound defirine both to exhort 


and to convince the gainſayers, Now, what 
can the Apoſtle mean here by fand dofirine, 
andthe faithful word which be hath been 
taught—but, a juſt repreſentation of the 

true principles, duties and promiſes of the 


_ goſpel, as it was delivered by Chrift and 


his Apoſtles ? What that was, he himſelf 


tells us plainly enough, when he defines it 
to be—the truib which is after godlineſs in 


hope of eternal life (Ch. I. 1, 2.) and repre- 
ſents irs purport to be, zo teach us, that deny- 
ing all ungodlineſs and wordly lufts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in this pre- 

: Ju | 


ſent world; e for that bleſſed bope, even 
the glorious appearing of the great God 1 
dur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave bimſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all ini. 
qtity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
"zealous of good works: This is the faithful 
word which the chriſtian miniſter hath re- 
ceived from Chrift and his Apoſtles, and 
muſt hold faſt. With this he muſt exhort 
and convince gainſayers. And who are fo 
fit to teach a goſpel of ſuch reforming, pu- 
Tifying, ſanctify ing. and practical tendency, 
ho can be ſo able to preach this ſound 
doctrine with due authority, and effectually 
to exhort their hearers to embrace and con- 
form to it—or who can with fo good a 
countenance exhort and convince gainſayers 


—as men who ſhew that they heartily be. 


lieve this goſpel themſelves; by exemplify- 
ing the principles and ſpiritof it in theirown 
tempers and lives? In ſhort—as men of 
that excellent character and behaviour 
which the Apoſtle had juſt deſcribed, and 


£ required in thoſe who were to be admitted 


to the office of Preſbyrers, or 3 in 


the churches ? ; 
C b 


{'W8 9 
Invzep, it is only men of ſuch charae- 


| ters, in ſome good meaſure, who can, with | 
any propriety, grace, or reaſonable probahi- 


lity of ſucceſs, undertake to perſuade o- 


thers 10 deny angediineſs and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly ; or, in 


the Apoſtle's words, 10 preach ſound goſpel 


doctrine. For maintaining ſubtile, myſte- 
rious, ſpeculative doctrines matters of 
meer opinion and faith only; for propagat- 


ing whimſical fancies and ſuggeſtions of | 


idle ſpeculatiſts ; for upholding the injunc- 
tions of human authority ; the qualifications 
which the Apoſtle enumerates do not ap- 


pear ſo neceſſary, but another kind of fur- 


niture ſeems more ſuitable. Theſe things, 
therefore, can be no part of the ſound doc- 
trine he ſpeaks of, nor doth he repreſent 
theſe things as any part of chriſtianity, 


f or of the buſineſs of chriſtian miniſters 
through this whole epiſtle, 


Bxsiors, what were the gainſayers who 
mult be exhorted and convinced ? He im- 
mediately tells us they were a ſet of men 
of profligate characters and bad deſigns, 

4 v. 10. 


(ws) 
v. 10. Now certainly ſuch —— 
Se 
and articles of meer faith alone; but with 
practical precepts and admonitions : or, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, were to be exhorted and 
convinced convinced of their wickedneſs, | 
and exhorted to a better practice. They 
were unruly, and vain-talkers and derei vers, 
«bo ſubverted whole houſes; teaching things 
which they ought not for filthy lucre's fake; 
tans in their national and habitual vices of 
lying, cruelty, and voluptuonineſs ; divert- 
ing their attention from the reforming ſpirit 
and practical buſineſs of chriſtianity, to 7 
things unprofitable and vain. Therefore 
Tint is required. to rebuke enen 
f ang the immoralities of other. 


» ; 
. 


N. Tur Apoſtle adds v. 83 A wy 
be ſound in the faith—where again it is plain 
| he means—not ſoundneſs in any ſpeculative 
doctrines of faith; for that fort of «n/ound- 
1, is not the ſubject of his complaint either 
3 or their * 


- 
* 
* 


. 4 W 3 . 

t; ſiacere conformity, in temper and prac; 
tice, to the purity and holineſs which the 
goſpel requires, and to which they had been 
hitherto very much ſtrangers, For you ſee; 
theſe gainſayers and deceivers are charged 

here, not ſo much with ſpeculative errors 
in judgement, as practical wickedneſs: of 
heart and life. In this conſiſted their un- 
ſoundneſs, and therefore for this they, muſt 


be reproved ſbarpiy, that they might reform 
750 become e the ſaith. 
a Is the ah and fol owing * be fur- 8 
1 cher chargeth them with, giving heed. to 
jewiſh fables and commandments of men 
That turn away the truth, i. e. tend to divert 
people from regarding properly the true 
nature and deſign of the goſpel, and from 
that which is the great buſineſs of all who 
profeſs the Goſpel—ſincere obedience and 
holineſs. . He further ſuggeſts that they 
pere defiled and unbelieving, to whom 4 
#s pure; but their very mind and conſcience is 
25 i. e. corrupted by the evil principles, 
pf vicious and immoral tendency,- which 

þ hays LE wen ps made 
3 - HON Wide, a che 


. 
them wicked upon, principle. The profeſs 19 
know God, but in works deny bim, being ao 
minable and diſobedient, and to every good work 
reprobate. Such is the character he gives 
of the gainſayers, and unſound: in-the faith, 
who were to be exhorted, convinced, and r . 
buked ſharply. .., Whence it is eaſy to ſee what 
he mauve by ind dodiing, AOL 


Bur that by found doctrine the. Aptitle | 
means the preaching of the practical duties 
of chriſtianity, or inculcating on mankind 
a conſcientious and perſevering performance 
of thoſe duties of ſobriety, righteouſneſa, 
and godlineſs, which the Goſpel requires 
from all its profeſſors, appears, I think, 


| Kill more evidently from the charge to Ti- 


tus in the words of my text, which he im- 
mediately ſubjoĩns to the deſcription he had 
given of the deceivers who: were unſound 
in the. faith —Bur ſpeak hes the "WP 
95 . ot 


* 


| Wzu—how muſt he ſpeak. the ching 
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circumſtances, and conditions in life; and 
which the Goſpel, that teacheth us to deny 
redn] and worldly Inits, and to live ſober- 
h, righteoa/ly, and godly, indiſpenſibly re- 
quires them to practice reſpectivelyj. But 


F 1 


dofrine, particularly —tbat tht aged men be 
ſober, grave, temperate, ſound in tht faith, i. e. 


as we ſaw in the former chapter, ſteadily 
maintaining a profeſſion of chriſtianity as a 


ical infticurios, and cos ing chat 
lives to it, in expectation of Chriſt's com. 


found in the faith*, in charity, in patience. 
3 y__ women, v. 3. 


N 


'® Or perhaps the 3 
ir vheorrupt in fdelicy, folbilting every jull demand or rea- 
bel. expeRtation from their integrity and honey 
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. 8 


18+: 


=—pext the duties of younges women; v; 4 
5-rafterwards the duties of young men, v. 6. 
den Titus's own duties as a miniſter, ani 

of all other miniſters, v. 7, $.—afterwards 


10.—in the beginning of the third chapter 
he ſpecifies the duties of ſubjects to magiſ- 
trates, and laſtly, the common duties of 
benevolence . PR. all 
| nnen, 


Her we have conciſe, b 
| henkive ahitendt of perfgral ond facial wie 
ves, 6x will e l Duties, and chef 
are the things, which, in our Apoſtle's opi- 
nion, -become, or are conſonant to, ſound 
doctrine, and which in the text he charges 
Titus to ſpeak and inculcate ; and in the 
laſt verſe of this ſecond chapter he repeats 
the charge——Theſe things eat and exbort 
all perſons to obſerve and. practice, and . 


the duties of ſeryants to their maſters, v. > 


buke gainſayers and tranſgreſſors with all ay- 


 #herity, and in ſo doing let no wan deſpiſe 
thee. This kind of preaching is that esd 

ſpeech which he lays, v. 8, cannot be condems- 
r + 


„ 


G 3 
# a © 0 
_ corrupted hearts indeed, muſt own the rea- 
ſonableneſs and obligation of practiſing 
theſe duties, and conſequently the propriety 
of explaining and inculcating them. And 
hen this is done by perſons who take care 
(as he ſays, v. 7.) is all things to ſhew them- 
ſelves patterns of the good works they recom- 
mend to others, and in their doctrines ſbew 
uncorruptne/s, gravity, and fincerity, well may 


be who is of the contrary part, or who op- 


-Poſes and decries them be aſhamed of his per- 
r evil thing to Jay of then. 


| Tu I have referred you to all the paſ- 
Bes in this Epiſtle, where the Apoſtle 
"ſpeaks of ſoundneſs in faith, doctrine, or ſpeech, 
and I think his meaning in thoſe expreſſions 
appears every where very plain. If it were 
-neceflary further to confirm the ſenſe J have 
- underſtood them in, I might refer you alſo 
to two other paſſages, which I think are 
de only o ones, beſides thoſe I have already 
taken notice of, where this mode of ſpeak- 
ing is uſed, either in St. Paul's epiſtles, vr 
r R 
Our 


ing eh AS not mate for « 
righteous mam, but for the Iawoleſs and diſabe- 
dient ff e For. the un. 


Send id bf Ipod a keltious anlers, 
he adds 4 } thee by een e 
is contrary is ſound dodirine—where he mani- 
feſtly means · not ſpeculative points of opi- - 
nion and faith, but doctrines that forbid 
all ſorts of wickedneſs, and which enjoin 
| univerſal holineſs and goodheſs.. Theſe he 
accounts the ſound doctrines, for to theſe 
EE EET. | 
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here he foretells that a time Will come, 
when many who profeſs chriſtianity will not. 
endure ſound derne, i. é. will not bear to 
culcated, and their vices expoſed and 1e. 
receding uired Titnothy fo 

_ 


4 
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preach the word, to be inflant in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, to reprove, rebuke,. wk witz. 


; with all long fu Hering and e 
; 4 Fon that the Apoſlles Tak 5 2 1 
by ſound doctrine, ſ ſpeculative opinions, and 
matters of faith only, nor argumentive de- 
0 


fences of ſubtile notions, is plain from what 
follows. But after their own lufts—1. e. 
excited by their attachments to their own, 
wicked luſts and paſſions, and. with a view. 
to be countenanced, or at leaſt not diſturb- 
ed in the further gratification of them 
they ſhall heap to themſelves teachers ho 
will be more delicate and complaiſant, and 
careful not to be too ſevere upon theſe tender 
points, their favourite luſts,—baving iech= 
ing ears; and they ſhall turn away their ears 
from the iruth—becauſe it is become diſ- 
agreeable to them, in that it condemns 
them, and ſpall be turned into \ fables, i i. e. to 
things unprofitable and vain; calculated ra- 
ther to amuſe and ſtupify, than to alarm 
their conſciences, therefore better ſuited to 
the caſes of perſons who are governed by. 
their luſts, and reſolved to continue * 
* Aras! 
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= 1451 2 great deal of 3 2 4 2 
ful ſpeculation—s great deal of refinement 
and myſticiſm in religion—a. great deal of 
diſputation. and. zeal for accuracy in points 
of faith, and a thouſand abſtruſe -and-enig- 
matical forms of expreſſion, wherein to 
wrap up. all, are by. no. means incommodi- 


dus or troubleſome. to «get 3 5 


head- -ſtrong paſſio Nay 
as a convenient commutation _ tt A o_ 
difficult, work. of keeping the bears with, "2 
0-0] thinking an their ways, and __ 
| ng. ir, feet unto God's teftimonies—of 

5 7 1 and 905 an and. ; on 
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Tod fee the mY of 3 Ape 3 
as Fer Ch are repreſented as ent ; 
ing an antipathy | to ſound deftrine, chrough £ 
the prevalence of their luſts and paſſions; 

conſequently, what he means by /ound doc. 
trine here, as well as in all the other places, 
is that doctrine which oppoſeth the luſts and 
paſſions. And what is that : — but thedoc- 
trine which requires men to ſubdue their 
Wie and paſſions, and to refrain from all 

9 2 * criminal 
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5 ** gratifications of them, and to cul- 
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tivate univerſal holineſs, purity, and good- 
neſs : ſo that here alſo, as well as 


n 


re e | 
good and. evil, virtuous and vicious, laudgbic 
33 1 hell hugh e 


writers a * 


vil, and ſhameful diſpoſitions and practices; 
by ſound, therefore, they muſt intend wt 
E 
ee e 


Tuar then is Hank lues 3 = - 


ow them ſound, who, heat, conſider, 


and embrace it to cure them of their vices, 
to correct their corrupt luſts and paſſians, 
to reform their evil manners, and ta reſtore 
1 r * e 5 
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fluence, but rather tends to amuſe the itna- 
gination, than to enlighten the underſtand- 
ing to ſtupify, than to alarm the conſei- 
| ENCE e eee he'd 
kurs it of evil diſpoſitior 

ee promiſe aan fe 
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rr 
of the mercy and grace of God for reform- 
| — d karing u finful — — 

ence 0 its „ 
1 ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſiy, and godly 
in ü, preſenc.woold, learn yn 


of the- great "Gal had oor Saviour: Jeſus 
Chriſt, and « joyful hope of obtaining exe 


x * 
2 8 ; * * —ů REI ⁵ oo 
— — ͤↄ 


* 
—_ 2 


; © 30 u 


— — 62 85 
he may exert in contending for his faith. 


or whatever vanity he may aſſume on this 


E 


ho i gui of nee fra, — 


riouſneſs and backbiting—who is proud 
| and vain- n 


who is ungrateful or avaricious—or; 
— — 
thing that is contrary to ſound doftrin 


e with.an allowan e for p 
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— vwkagki. -xe 
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e 


church 2 — Doc 
tine. Theſe things have been repreſented 
as/of- the utmoſt importance; and indeed, 
if we take them in the 'Apoſtle's ſenſe,” for 
2 Ancere belief in the goſpel, as a divine 
inſtitution for reforming n 
— them in a co! 
charge of all the dut 
neſa, and purity, | 
innen: cond hope of eternal life peo 


92 we em Dp 
defirine, are of the firſt importance to the 
in \rhis ep 
. a THAT Ce Der» ro Read PTE * 80 
Bor though de worde 1260 yells bor- : 
rowed from St. Paul, vet, Or the! 
ſenſe - 
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fenſe he uſed them in hath been overlook- 


looking for the bleſſed hope, even the 


pel declares itſelf to be an inſtitution ca- 


G 


terms abuſed to very bad purpoſes. Inſtead 
of being approprigted to thaſe doctrines 
which enjoin us to deny all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 


righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 


glorious: appearing of the great God and 
n 


of life, which are thoſe chat the Apoſtle 


finndings of the vulgar ; although the Gof- 


, 
mon inſtruction and benefit of - 


and not for the particular n ef -ho- 


learned and profound alone —althoꝰ this goſ- 


pel was preached to the poor, and hath ap- 


pearetl to all men 3 ſalvation.” 


_ < Ingenious and 
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che learned maititainers of them in ati end- 
leis labyrinth of knotty controverſy, out of 
which they have attempted in vain to extri- 
cate themſelves by hard words and terms 
of art of no preciſe meaning, and by very 
fetched, 
in fact, rather from the ſchools of Ariſto- 
tle, Plato, Zend, and other heathen logi- | 
cians, and from the ſcholaſtic divines in 
the dark ages of popery before the reforma- 
tion, than from the plain practical leſſons 
of Chrift and his Apoſttes. According as 
matter of extreme difficulty to be ſovnd in 
the faith, or to teach ſound dofirine with 
underſtanding ; and, in fact, the ſoundneſs 
of moſt of thoſe who have made the higheſt 
prerences to it, hath conſiſted in the uſe of 
they little underſtood, and, indeed, are 
ſcarcely to be underſtood. Whereas, theſe 
| things more properly belong to the claſs of 
what our Apoſtle calls do#rines and com- 
maden of men which turn away the truth 
and prevent its ſalutary effect on the hearts 
nn a 
= tiom 
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tions and contentions, which he ——— 


unprofitable and vain, and FO * 


to avoid. 
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Two ill conſequences have followed up- 
on the abuſe of W of St. Paul. 


fe Tuar the miſapplying the charadier | 


of ſound doftrine and ſound faith, to a ſyſtem, 


of ſubtile and ſpeculative notions, hath had 
2 fatal tendency to divert the attention of 
chriſtians, from that which is their great 
buſineſs and duty—p urifying themſelves 


from all finfulneſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and 


perfecting holineſs in the fear of God, to 
make them more concerned about binki 


right, than living well—to be proud of their 


ſuppoſed knowledge, ＋ * careleſs of their 
diſpoſitions and. conduct. 


2. Warvos hath followed this other bad 
conſequence—thatearneſtly to teach and in- 
culcate the practical. duties and motives of 


ſound morality and genuine chriſtianity, 


hath been decried and diſcouraged as a ſuſ- 


N (EM ſymptom of unſoundneſs inthefkich; 


though 


t 
— 
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though St. Paul ſo exprefaly declares in 
this epittle, that herein conſiſts che very 
eſſence of ſound. chriſtiam octrine that 
the grand end of chriſtianity is to purify, 
ys from all fin, and malte us ſober, righie: 
ous, and godly; and that for this end 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us to redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify us unto bimſelf, a pe- 
 culiar people, wc be, ped 


— — the time will come, at length, 
v hen chriſtians will ſtudy chriſtianity as it 
is taught in the New Teſtament; and will 
ſearch carefully, and without prejudice, into 
the true ſenſe and meaning of ſcripture 
words and expreſſions, and no longer pre- 
ſume to abuſe them, to ſanctify and gain 
credit to notions and doctrines quite diffe- 


rent from the purpoſes for which the holy _ 


writers uſed them—as hath been ſhamefully 
practiſed in many and many more inſtances, 
beſides this which we have been conſider- 
ing. When that time ſhall come, I do 
not doubt, that the fimplicity and excel- 
lence of the ſcheme of redemption by Jeſus 
C hriſt, as it is taught in the goſpel the 
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